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'..' :....-A b . S. DEPAETMENT OF UBOR 
:̂"•A-'•'':.••• . . . - • - WAGE Ajd) HOUR DIVISION 

.'"'A'i'/A' Washington ,...,,..:. 

TEXTILE CQMI,IITTEE RECOKLIENDS 40 CEi'TS ITIKD1DM 

Tho Third Tex t i l e Conm.itteo under t h e F a i r Ijabor Standards Act today 

vmanimously recomrrended a minmum. of 40 conts an hour for tho i;idu.3try, v/hich 

inc ludes a l l t e x t i l e s except I x i t t e d and v/oolen goods. I t i s es t imated tl'iat 

150,000 workers of t h e 750,000 employed in the i ndus t ry v / i l l be givon d i r e c t wage 

i n c r e a s e s , i f the recommendation i s appro^'od. Most of thoso workers are in the 

South. Alexander Hamilton Frey of the U n i v e r s i t y of Pennsylvania 'JTA' School, 

Chairman of the Committe-v, f i l e d a r e p o r t contai r . ing the rooomm-ond.-.dion'.vit;'i 

Thomas W. Holland, Admirds t ra to r of tho Wcvge and Ko'ur D i v i s i o n , Dopartmont of L.abor, 

a f t e r a meeting of tho Comriitteo t h i s .morning. 

On tho rccommendatioa of the f i r s t t e x t i l e comn'dtteo, a minimum wage of 322 

oe'nta an hour went i n t o e f f e c t on October 24 , 1939, and i t was es t ima ted t h a t t h i s 

inc reased the wages of about 175,000 worke r s . A. second minimum wage r a t e of 37-̂ 5-

cen t s on hour was ordered for the i n d u s t r y , e f f e c t i v e Juno 30, 1941, a t which time 
• ' • • . • . 1 . 

about 300,000 v/orkcrs r e c e i v e d pay i n c r e a s e s . There ha.vo been gonoral pay 

incroasos i n many t e x t i l e m i l l s s ince t h e n . '. : . . . " - • , , • ' . . ,. .'• 

The c o t t o n goods i ndus t ry employe more than tv /o- t /d rds of the v/orkers covered 
• .0. , . • \ '• . . • • ' 0 ' • • ' • ' . • • 

by t h i s v/age order and an even lar.gor p.ort ion of the lov/ wage v/orkers a f f e c t e d . 

Inc reases i n the average hour ly wage in t h i s indo:stry s ince September, 1938, the 

month before the Wags-Hour Law went in to e f f e c t , a re shov/n i n t h e follov/ing t a b l e t 
. .;..... Month . . . Year Average Hourly Tfago 

S e p t . 1938 33,2 cen t s 
Sep t . • • 1939 38.4 " 

. .- ':• Nov. . "•. 1939 , • ' .• A 41,0 " 
May • • , ,• 1941 / • • 45 ,0 " 

; : . .0 . Ju ly • . : 1941 , 47 ,1 " 
o';,': . . ;^ Oct . ' A' : '•• 19'il 50.3 " 

(9945) 



•IJnder a r e v i s i o n of the d e f i n i t i o n of the i n d u s t r y , tho manufacture of 

non-v/ool c a r p e t s and rugs w i l l be under a minimum, v/age of 40 conts an hour 

i f the Admin i s t r a t c r approves t o d a y ' s reoommendatlo.n. Manuff-.cture of such 

rugs 2ias been under a minim'ar.i v/agî  order p r o s c r i b i n g a t l e a s t 35 conts an hour . 

Before he a c t s on t o d a y ' s recommendation, the Adminis t ra to r v / i l l schedule 

a pub l i c hear ing a t which any i n t e r e s t e d person r.';ay appoar . The d.ate of tho 

hear ing v / i l l be urjiouncod s h o r t l v . '• 
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